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1. At the insistence of Jakob lechleiter, secretary of the Pertei der Arbeit 
for the Canton of Yirich, Ur, Zacharias Goldberg and Otto Schnecheli will 
be removed from the managing committee (Vorstand) of the Gesellschaft Schweiz. 
Sowjetunion (Swiss-Soviet Friendship Society). lLlechleiter has described 
Goldberg and Schneebeli as untrustworthy. It is also planned to replace 
De, Konrnd Farner, rresident of the Zitrich section of the sceiety, with Alfred 
Hirbelin, «a secondary school teacher tn 4irich, Ufmbelin was an unsuccessful 
PdA candidate in the cantonal elections held in 4trich in April 1952. 


2, The Society is nlannine to declare one of the coming nontha of 19517 ne UPriend.. 
ship Month" and will request permicsion of the Bundesrat (Federal. Comeil) in 
Bern for the appearance within Suiteerland ef a group of Soviet musiciens and 
athletes, It is hoped that the Russian treupe will visit Bern, Geneva, Lausanne, 
and Zurich, Alfred Merki, national stcretory of the Society, has estimated thot 
the expenses of the tour wonld amount te 20,000 Swiss frances, and he has been 
authorised to anpreach Mikolai Nikcleeviteh Skebeley. VOKS* representative at 
the Sevict Legation in Bern, with a request that the Legation undertake to put 
up this sum. The financial situation within the eoclety conbimucs to be umertin~ 


factory and a recent drive to raise money brought only 200 Swiss franes. 


3,  Skobelev's reaction to Merki's proposai is not yet imown, It is reported, how 
ever, that Skobelev recently ecritized Paul Camenisch’s decision to spend his 
summer vacation in Italy on the grounds that Cameniseh should always be availabls 
in the event Skebelev might need him. Canmenisch finally persuaded Skebelev that 
Merki could handle any urgent matter which Camenisch vas away. Camenisch was 


BX 1A chosen nationel president of the Society in March 1951, 


Comment: These initials stand for Russian vords, the translation of 
which is as follows: All-Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign 
Countries. 
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